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Minutes of Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on

Wednesday, 11th March 2020 at 2.30 p.m.
____________________________________________________________________

PRESIDING:


Councillor Gerard Farrell, Leas-Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – Uruemu Adejinmi, Paraic Brady, John Browne, Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill,  Gerard Hagan, 
Martin Monaghan, Colm Murray, Garry Murtagh, 
Turlough McGovern, Peggy Nolan, Pat O’Toole, P.J. Reilly, Paul Ross and Gerry Warnock. 
IN ATTENDANCE:             
Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive. 

Mr. John McKeon, Head of Finance/Director of Services.





Mr. Declan Kilcline, Acting Director of Services.





Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.




Mr. Donal Mac An Bheatha, Senior Planner.
APOLOGY:


Councillors Micheál Carrigy and Mark Casey.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Anne Lee.
MUSIC GENERATION – PRESENTATION BY MARY-JANE SWEENEY, 
MUSIC GENERATION OFFICER.
The Leas Cathaoirleach welcomed Mary-Jane Sweeney, newly appointed Music Generation Officer, and Dr. Jenny O’Connor, Music Education Partnership Support Manager to the meeting. 
Mary-Jane and Jenny briefed the members regarding the establishment of the Music Generation Programme. Under the leadership of the Longford Westmeath Education and Training Board and in partnership with Longford County Council, Longford is one of twenty five areas now participating in Music Generation  -  Ireland’s national music education programme.
Initiated by Music Network in 2010, Music Generation is co-funded by U2, The Ireland Funds, the Department of Education and Skills and Local Music Education Partnerships.

Music Generation believes in every child and young person’s musical potential and their innate artistry; that it is every child and young person’s right to have the choice of access and the chance to participate as a musical citizen and that music doesn’t just change lives, it transforms lives.
Mary-Jane stated that she is delighted to take up the role of Music Generation Development Officer in Longford and to have the opportunity to build on the strong culture and musical tradition in the county. As a passionate musician and music educator she stated that she has experienced first-hand the transformative effect that access to music can have on children, young people and communities and is looking forward to working closely with colleagues and partners to enable access to music tuition for children and young people in County Longford.
Mary-Jane informed the members that she will begin a focussed phase of planning which will build towards the creation of an affordable, accessible programme of performance music education for children and young people ages 0 to 18 across the county. 

Both Jenny and Mary-Jane emphasised that the Music Generation Programme will be a great addition to the rich culture and tradition of music already being fostered in County Longford.
Jenny and Mary-Jane replied to queries raised by the members.

The Leas-Cathaoirleach and members wished Mary-Jane every success in her new role and also complimented Barbara Heslin for her perseverance in bringing the Programme to County Longford.

Councillor S. Butler suggested that an update on the Music Generation Programme be included in the Management Report.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.

On the proposal of Councillor J. Browne seconded by Councillor P.J. Reilly, the Minutes of Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 15th January 2020, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Monaghan seconded by Councillor P. Brady, the Minutes of Special Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 25th February 2020, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.
On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor P. Brady, the Minutes of Adjourned Special Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 2nd March 2020, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
None.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS.

None.
MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The Monthly Management Report, as circulated, was noted.
MINUTES OF CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MEETING HELD ON THE 
13TH NOVEMBER 2019 - circulated

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meetings held on the 

11th December 2019 and 15th January 2020 were noted.

CORPORATE, COMMUNITY AND ENTERPRISE.
Strategic Policy Committees – Standing Orders.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor P. Brady, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Strategic Policy Committee Standing Orders, as circulated. 

Appointment of Sectoral Representatives to Strategic Policy Committees –
B. Heslin updated the members regarding the Sectoral Representatives on the Strategic Policy Committees as follows –

· Strategic Infrastructure SPC   -  Stephanie Igoe and Tess Murphy.

· Governance SPC   -    Brendan Murtagh and Pamela Martin.

· Placemaking SPC  -  Vincent Fay.

Barbara stated that there is still one position to be filled on the Governance Strategic Policy Committee. 

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by councillor G. Warnock, the Sectoral Representatives as outlined by Barbara were approved.

Amendment to Business Incentive Scheme.

On the proposal of Councillor C. Murray seconded by Councillor S. Butler, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the following recommendation from the  Placemaking Strategic Policy Committee –

· That an industrial or retail expansion may be deemed eligible if it moves to a larger  

   unit and results in increased job numbers.

· Extension of current Scheme until such time as it is revised.

Progress Report on Irish Language Scheme (Official Languages Act, 2003) – circulated.
Progress Report on Irish Language Scheme (Official Languages Act, 2003), as circulated, was noted.
Date for 2020 Annual Meeting of Longford County Council. 
On the proposal of Councillor C. Murray seconded by Councillor P. Brady, it was agreed that the 2020 Annual Meeting of Longford County Council be held on Friday, 26th June 2020.
Date for 2020 Cathaoirleach Awards Ceremony.
On the proposal of Councillor C. Murray seconded by Councillor P. Brady, it was agreed that the 2020 Cathaoirleach’s Awards Ceremony be held on Wednesday, 3rd June 2020.
Notices of Motions.

Countywide Communication Service.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Murtagh and seconded by Councillor G. Warnock  -

“I am calling on Longford County Council to invest in a countywide communication service, to connect and deliver messages from agencies such as Garda Emergency/Text alerts, County Council and Local Community Groups. 

A free service for the people of Longford thus supporting the efforts of the Garda, Joint Policing committee (JPC) and the wider communities within the county of Longford.  
Monaghan County Council are running a similar initiative (delivered by Komeer) which has proven to be very successful in providing regular communications to its members. 

Komeer are happy to deliver a presentation to Longford County Council/Joint Policing Committee.”

B. Heslin stated that Longford County Council will engage with Monaghan County Council regarding this initiative and present a report to the next meeting of the Joint Policing Committee.
Lanesboro Power Station / Funding for Just Transition.

It was agreed that the following two Motions be taken together –

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Farrell and seconded by Councillor G. Warnock -

“That Longford County Council writes to the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment, Minister Bruton and Kieran Mulvey, Just Transition Commissioner, asking that Lanesboro Power Station be retained in the community after the finishing of peat production.”
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Warnock on behalf of Councillor M. Casey and seconded by Councillor P. Nolan   -
“That this Council writes to the ESB, Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment and Kieran Mulvey to –

1. Retain the Power Station in Lanesborough until all various outcomes are considered.

2. That more funding be made available for Just Transition.”
Barbara stated that Longford County Council will write to the ESB, Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment, and Kieran Mulvey, Just Transition Commissioner, asking that Lanesboro Power Station be retained in the community after the finishing of peat production and more funding be made available for Just Transition.
Overnight Facilities for RUVs and Camper Vans.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor S. Butler and seconded by Councillor G. Warnock   -

“That Longford County Council should provide serviced overnight facilities for RUVs and camper vans. This will mitigate against the blight of such vehicles causing nuisance by parking in public areas such as Clondra Harbour. It will also attract a category of tourist that is not currently catered for adequately in the County.”
Barbara stated that possible locations can be identified by each Municipal District with funding opportunities explored by the Regeneration Team.

FINANCE & REGENERATION.
Capital Budget 2020-2022  -  Report Circulated.
J. McKeon gave a comprehensive presentation on the Capital Budget 2020-2022 and replied to queries raised. 
The Capital Budget 2020 – 2022 was noted by the members. 

Notices of Motions.
Living City Initiative.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor C. Murray on behalf of Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor G. Warnock –
“I call on the Department of Finance to extend the Living City Initiative to all urban areas in Longford Town and County to help regenerate our empty retail and housing stock.”
It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Department of Finance.

STRATEGIC INFRASTRUCTURE AND CLIMATE CHANGE.
Planning Applications.

The lists of Planning Applications received since the last meeting of the Council were noted.

Update on preparation of Draft County Development 2021 – 2027.
Donall Mac An Bheatha, Senior Planner, gave a comprehensive presentation regarding the preparation of the Draft County Development Plan 2021 – 2027, which formally commenced on the 26th September 2019.

Donall replied to queries raised by the members.
Part 8 Report – 2 No. Light Industrial/Commercial Warehousing Units at Knock, Lanesboro.

On the proposal of Councillor Mick Cahill seconded by Councillor Gerard Farrell, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Part 8 Report (Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and Planning and Development Regulations  2001) (as amended) in respect of the construction of 2 No. Light Industrial/Commercial Warehousing Units at Knock, Lanesboro, County Longford, as circulated.
Closure of the ESB Power Station in Lanesboro and Job Losses in Bord na Mona.

Paddy Mahon reiterated that Longford County Council is working in partnership with Bord na Mona and the local community to provide alternative enterprises in the years ahead. 

Notices of Motions.

Drainage Works on the River Camlin.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Brady on behalf of Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor P.J. Reilly -
“I call on Longford County Council to seek additional funding from the OPW to carry out major drainage works on the River Camlin and its tributaries.”
It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to the OPW. 

GENERAL
Correspondence – circulated

(i) Letter dated 15th January 2020 received from the Office of the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine regarding Single Farm Payments was noted.
(ii) Letter dated 29th January 2020 received from Longford Community Resources clg regarding the Community House in MacEoin Park, Longford was noted.
Councillor P. Nolan requested an update be provided to the members regarding the Community House in MacEoin Park. 
(iii) Letter dated 26th February 2020 received from the Office of the Minister for Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform regarding Help to Buy initiative was noted.
Councillor Warnock stated that he is very disappointed with the contents of the letter. 
Notices of Motions.
Home Help Hours.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor C. Murray on behalf of Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor P. Brady  -
“I call on the incoming Government to provide the funds necessary to fulfil the amount of Home Help hours needed to help our elderly on their homes.”
It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to the incoming Government regarding 

Councillor Carrigy’s request.
TRAINING.

Report from Corporate Policy Group was noted.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________

              Anne Lee,
             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Meeting of Longford County Council held on the

20th May 2020.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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